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REMARKS 

Claims 1-3, 5, 7, and 8 are pending in the application. Claim 1 has been amended lo 
incorporate subject matter from claim 4, which has been canceled without prejudice. As 
amended, claim 1 specifics that received mail and files are separated and transferred to a mail 
converting module and a file convertintz module, respectively . The amendment is fully 
supported by the specification as originally filed (see specification at pages 7-8). 

Applicants' claimed invention is directed to a method and system for managing mail and 
files in a network environment, where the received mail and files are separated and transferred to 
the mail and file converting modules, respectively, by a processing module. As Tecited in 
independent claims 1 and 7, the mail converting module classifies mail according to mail subject 
and/or sender's address, and the file converting module classifies mail according to file name 
and/or sender's address. Subsequently, the classified mail and files are sent to respective mail 
and file databases to which receivers of the mail and files belong. 

For example, referring to FIG. 2 of the application, processing module 12 separates the 
received mail and files, and sends mail to the mail converting module 13, and files to the file 
converting module 14, where the mail and files are classified and assigned to groups 171 and 181 
of the mail database 17 and the file database 18, respectively (sec specification at pages 7-8). 

Applicants' claimed invention can provide significant advantages. Because the method 
and system of the subject invention allow mail and files to be classified and stored in separate 
databases, it is possible to organize the mail and files to allow for easy search and retrieval by 
authorized users (see specification at page 16, second paragraph). 

Claims 1-8 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
6,185,551 to Birrell et al. ("Birrell") in view of U.S. Patent 6,073,142 to Gcigcr et al. ("Geigcr"): 
This rejection is respectfully traversed. 
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The Birrcll and Gcigcr references, whether taken alone or in combination, do not teach or 
suggest a method and system for managing mail and files, including: a processing module for 
separating received mail and files, and transferring the mail and files to a mail converting module 
and a file converting module, respectively , as recited in claims 1 and 7. 

Birrell is directed to a distributed mail system in which a plurality of client computers are 
connected to each other and a mail service system via a network (see column 1, lines 63-65). 
The mail service system in Birrell includes an index server 250 for storing mail messages in 
message files 400, and including a full-text index 500 (sec column 5, lines 15-t6; FIG- 2). The 
full-text index 500 can classify messages according to subject, sender, receiver, and date (see 
column 7 f lines 46-48), 

However, Birrcll docs not teach or suggest separating mail and files, and transferring the 
separated mail and files to a mail converting module and a file converting module, respectively. 
In Birrcll, only mail messages arc classified by the index server 250. There is no teaching or 
suggestion of separating mail and files , and transferring mail and files lo different converting 
modules , 

Geiger was cited for allegedly teaching "an email system receiving and classifying mail 
(via filtering) destined for certain persons or departments," and an administrator forwarding the 
filtered messages to intended recipients (sec Office Action, page 4, first paragraph). In other 
words, Geiger is directed to a process for sending mail to receivers of a specific group, such as a 
financial department. 

Even if Geiger were somehow combined with Birrcll, the proposed combination would 
not teach or suggest the Applicants' claimed invention. Neither reference taken alone or in 
combination leaches or suggests separating received mail and files , and transferring the mail and 
files to converting modules for classifying' the mail and files, respectively . 
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It is believed the application is in condition for immediate allowance, which action is 
earnestly solicited 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: June 23, 2005 




Peler F. CofteSs (Reg, No. 33,860) 
Steven M, Jensen (Reg. No. 42,693) 
EDWARDS & ANGELL, LLP 
P.O. Box 55874 
Boston, MA 02205 



Phone: (617)439-4444 



Customer No. 21874 
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